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.Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO : MR. A. H. 

PROM : Id. C. E. 


DATE: April 6, 1951 


SUBJBCT: 


rt^' 



GREGORY 
ESPIONAGE - R 
. Bureau file 65-56402 


ALL INFOI 
' HEREIi/R 

DATEjfiM 

M/l 


riON CONTAINED 

■g aY ty^ 

,301. 


To advise that in Optober, 1945, Elizabeth T£%ejfo ^T a 
Soviet espionage super ioj^O^ later identified as Anatrfl^mov, ' 
the First Secretary of the Russian Embassy in Washington, D. C. • 
gave her $2,000 in twenty dollar bills with "no strings attached." 

It was Bentley's impression that the money was given to her far her 
past activities in connection with the Russians, as well as an attempt 
on the part of Gromov to secure her good will. On the morning of 
November 17, 1945, Bentley entered a room in the Prince George Hotel 
in New York City where she was being interviewed by our Special Agents 
and threw an envelope containing the $2,000 on the bed stating, 

"Here's some Moscow gold." The money was placed in a safe-deposit box 
of the Manufacturers Trust Company of the New York Office. 

In response to" an inquiry by SAAG Thomas J. Donegan, the 
Department advised the $2,000 may be regarded tinder Title 40, U. S. 

Code 304 (g) as property abandoned to the Bureau. However, facts 
relating to transmittal of this money to Bureau Agents raises the 
question as to whether this statute is applicable. 

In view of the fact that we are conducting investigations 
on many of the subjects mentioned by Bentley and it is impossible at 
this time to foresee future developments ind judge the evidentiary 
value of the $2,000, it is recommended that the New York Office hold r " 
the money, but discuss the disposition with Bentley, and if she > 

intends to make no claim, N. Y. -should obtain a total written release; 

%. ' . - . 

„ , A letter with -thes*e instructions is attached for the New 
York Office. 


S9 ■ G3X3GNI 
RUED -65 
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IAPF 11 1351 
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RlCORdED 


. , You will recall that Bentley saw her contact Jack (Joseph^fetz) 

V f or J he * ine in “fy* 1945 « to this meeting he~had introduced 

A j . J? er later identified as Anatoli Gromov, First Secretary of the 

CyJ rry Russian Embassy in Washington. 

- • 
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2h later meetings with Gromov he Bade ove r t u res of buying 

Bentley a fur coat, suggested that she quit her job and take a vacation. 

supply ber with an air conditioning unit when she 
complained of the summer heat and on all of the occasions of her 
meetings with Gromov, after the first one, he mentioned his willingness 
to establish her in a small business to be financed ty him which — 
mould be located outside of Hew Tofk City and perhaps in Philadelphia ~ 
or Washington, Bentley recalled that she had conversations with 
uromoT about setting up a small hat or dress shop* 


_ 3h October, 1945# Bentley saw Qromov by prearrangement 

and on this occasion he handed her $2,000 in twenty dollar wn« mn a 
at the time he gave her the money he stated that there were "no 
strings attached." it was Bentley's impression that this payment to 
her was for her past activities in connection with the Russians, as 
well as an attempt on the part of Qromov to secure her good win . 


k 


1Q/ ' , The above &cts were related by Miss Bentley on November 16, 
1945# to Special Agents Thomas G, Spencer and Joseph 1C, Kelly in the 
telnce George Hotel in Hew York City. The interview of IfLss Bentley 
was continued on the morning of November 17, 1945, at the Hotel, da 
this occasion Bentley entered the room and before taking off her coat 
and hat, opened up her purse, took out an envelope, and threw it on the 
bed, stating, "Here's seme lbs cow gold." 


Informed that the JBI would take possession 
£***■ f 7 although no offer was made to give her a receipt for 
the same, she did not request one. Thereafter the money was taken to 
the New York Office and subsequently placed in the safe-deposit box 
S*** 8 “ lntained by the Hew York Office at the Park Row Branch of 
the Ifenufiacturers Trust Company. The money still remins in this 
safe-deposit box. 


tia ® 1188 Bentley has been interviewed ty Agents 
fcw T°f k Qffice she 1188 00 two op three occasions inquired as to 
what disposition would eventually be made of the $2,000. She was 

informed ^on all of these occasions that this was a matter that would 
have to be decided some time in the future and no definite coamitaent 
was made to her concerning the money* (65-56402-3875) 
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£ „ „ « ls to *• noted that Title 40, U. S. Code 304(g) reads 

4 ' ns follows: 

l "2n the event that any property is or has been voluntarily 

1 abandoned to apy agency in such a manner as to vest title therein in 







2*i£i ed S'* 1 * 9 * 14 “y retained fcy such agency and devoted to 
officlsl use only* If such agency *h»n daair a m +.« «-+.<_ . 

^‘^ r8foro S3 forthsith SSy ».*££££ * UCh 

f a ^P Lrector of **“ ^©curement Division 

•?«*- » 

_ ■ . *£• ttxier *uch agency to deliver the property to any ethai*' 

agency ahich requests «nd In Ms judgasnt stall ta]p!vej the^?o£rty, 

** taw ing^t* *v5»lT35' - 

ssvsr&sHi ^s°tta s*c»o t ^r t t(> t tta D * part " 

this Sn^Sl if^oSJ^: “ " 0t * t ” furthar d ' t * tl * •»*»•»- 

fof th» to rw! + et +u le « aa 8et for th above surrounding the transmittal 
iSfw^r f j£S? !° fcW Tork i « eatB TOS furnished to the Bureau 

T* 8 noted 411311 the Rotator for the letter w« «TGS« 

!~SS tisrs tt£r 6 S3W..U5 sr5£ 

.s&‘ W.V& as x sas-jss a “ 

whether *5l£” ton^^.^S^SS £* JTES “ 1 " S *? *° 

E^r* artung ^ ,apionag> — »«** 

ll flowmmAnt 1 * is believed 41,34 41,6 “° My belongs to the United States 
II *5 is questionable as to whether the Government 

|l oan take title to it under the statute cited by the Department* 

in tMe os«.^ S r°5f , tL^J^ t JT/ r ! * tU1 rtriTln e for proeecutions 
- . . 8 *> ““v or the Gregory subjects are under investigation 

tettar, because It 1. inpossible to foresee future dJ^JtasuStT^* 

3udg« the evidentiary value of the *2,000 at the weaaSlK lJ 

reconmendad that the Hew Tork Office Sontlnua to 

oafe-deposit box of the Hmufacturers Trust Company/ ^ 7 **“ 










BECQMMRWDATT DM ' ~ - - ---- - ; 

I (l) There is attached hereto for your approval a letter 

advising the New York Office to hold the $ 2 , 000 , and to contact * 

Bentley iasnediately and discuss the question of disposition with 
her. In th6 event she plans to make no claim for the money. N. Y. 
is being instructed to obtain a total written release. 
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MAY 18 1951, 


^ ^ —■$*?0O / SfOf 

CHANGED TO 

/of- )&£ 

^ " 




6 MAY2&' 95r 





TO 



li^XM MO.M 


* DIRECTOR, tel 
SAC, NEWARK 


ft} 

1 if* 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


l%NTIAL 


•8 


,0'J 


V 


SUBJECT: NATHAN CffilGCE^ILVHlMASTER, Was; 
WILLIAM LUDWIG* OILMAN, Was; 

ESPIONAGE -R . 


DATB: May 10, 1951 

'2r»2U DS, ‘ ,WT,0?l COOTAIMIB 

herein.**: vhciac*ifi*b 

&***'■**: Mi* 


OTHERWISE 


c 


ATTENTION: FBI Labac*toiry 


«» utogranhic Section 


air] 60 




'&J=~ / J 


The subjects are allegedly said to have been leaders of an •'&*/ 
espionage ring operating in Washington, D. C. prior to 1947, by Miss „ 
ELIZAB ETH BENTLY, self-confessed Russian espionage courier. The Newark 
Division is Office of Origin In a continuing investigation, 

C 

A reliable informant has advised that on the dates indicated 
below the following telegrams were sent from the photye subscribed to- in 
the home occupied jointly by SILVERMASTER and ULIMAnA 

7/6/50 To: 


"Miss J< 
1 Vest 
HIE 


oap^Tharton 
72 St 




85TH STREET APTARTMENT SOUNDS GREAT 
EAST END ONE GOOD TOO YOU CHOICE ILL 
LOVE IT HATE TO MISS PART Y BUT MUST 
HAVE WONDERFUL WONDERFUL TRIP MAKE MIAMI 

COMEALL LOVE 

JOON 3 Q 5 " 






7/6/50 To: "MRS, JAJCS^ SCHWAB 
0-45 THE ALTOONA HOSPITAL 

^ ALTOONA PENNSYLVANIA 

* -5. 

* <F 

* £ 

0 7/9/50 To: ■». ANDREW^. FORD 

J SENECA AVENUE AT 
-TOONA PENNSYLVANIA-, 


g 


u. 



LOVE AND CONGRATULATIONS TO MOMMA POPPA AND 
NANCY JUNIOR 

INN IE" 


/ 


■ J 





CORDED * 43 

RETURNS 

#DEXED 


MAY II '1951 

YC 

J 


TURNS WH^gEE YOU, TOMORROW 


ibar 

w*fi 


C 0 NF% 1 TIA 1 ] ^ 



K 65-3861 


11/29/50 To: " “ 

■STEVM%^HER 
.136 FENLEY STREET 
REVERE MASS 

DRIVING HELEN NT EARLY THURSDAY 
HOME FRIDAY SORRY DEIAY 

^<^EAN»" 

Appropriate leads will be set out In the next investigative report 
to identify the recipients of these telegrams. 




icance 


It is noted that the subject’s wife is HELHTSILVIRMASTER, and 
it may be she who is referred to in the telegram of 11/29/50. Np informs 
tion has been developed to identify or explain the names JEAN, MARY and 
TOM, BOONIE or AUNT GINNIE. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


COMF1 


Recorded 


uuo monr Wo* Shoot 

SPECIAL &DW 


Be: 


JtS'L - 

NATHAN GREGOHZ SILVERMASTER, Was; / § 

WILLIAM LUDWIG UIIMAN, Was; . / / 7 ^!3fLab. # 

ESPIONAGE -B /A/ff * 

CMssfledbyi 
Declassify on: OADR 

Examination requested by: SAC, Newark (65-3861) cc: 100-33119 



65-S6U02-39021 
CR-10618 DQ 


LAB FILE. 


Date of reference communication: Let. 5-10-51 
Examination requested: 

Besult of Examination: 

f I 




uu 


Date received: 5-1^51 


l V 


ipecimene submitted for examination 


Qc30 


Qc31 


Qc32 


; -jhSsSf. 


003 


The foU-caring telegrams are quoted in a letter to the Director 
from SAC, Newark dated May 10, 1951: 

Telegram dated July 6, 1950 to Miss Jean Wharton, 1 lest 72 Street, 

NIK> beginning "85TH STREET AFTARTMENT SOUNDS GREAT 

"BOttOE". 9 

Telegram dated July 6, 1950 to Mrs. James Schwab, The Altoona Hospital! 
Altoona, Pennsylvania, betding 2L0VE AND CONGRATULATIONS TO vnuui 
POPPA AND NANCY JUNIOR", signed "AUNT G3NNIE". 

Telegram dated July 9, 1950 to Mr. Andrew J. Ford, 2»2 Seneca Avenue, 
Altoona, Pennsylvania, reading "MANX HAPPY RETURNS WELL SEE YOU 
TOMORROW", signed "MARY AND TOM". 

T eleg ram dated November 29, 1950 to Steven Rosner, 136 Fenley Street, 
Revere, Massachusetts, reading "DRIVING HET.em NY eapt.t mURSDAY 
HOME FRIDAY SORRY DELAY", signed "JEAN". • 
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DATEfo 
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or wmnwMH 
. I}. *. MPA&tHtMT OF JUSTICE 

? ..-€OIMtfKSCATi0NS SttTION 


“ W>. 


u ^ jr.oi . -w-S^C— 


UUN 101951 


TELETYPE 






Mr. 

Mr.CI***....^^.. 
-Mr. Cir rm ^uhimi: 

Mr. NichoU_._ 1„ 

Mr. 

Mr. Tr«* ..._.:r;r.^ 

Mr. Horbo 





TrI*. Boom 

Mr. WfM 

Uh Goody... 


WASMtfGTON FROM NEW YORK 24 


SECTOR DEFERRED 


6-09PI 


CL^ME^BEWTLEY TI i 


Gregory, ESP - r. --jasagfc^ss^A*^ 

NYO THIS DATE THAT OH JUNE EOUrt^NTH MEET SHE .ILL LEAVE ON SUMMER 
VACATION AND WILL MOT RETURN TO MY BUNTIL SEPT. FIFTEENTH, FIFTYONE. 
DURING THE SUMMER, IE NEEDED, MISS BENTLEY CAN "BE REACHED AT TWENTY 
MORGAN PARK, CLINTON, CONN., TELEPHONE CLINTON FIVE ONE EIGHT. AS 

IN THE PAST IT IS SUGGESTED THAT ANY CONTACT WITH MISS BENTLEY BE 
MADE THROUGH THE "YO^j^ . j,, 

- „ (*>\ SCHEIDT X %n 13 ttK __ ^ / 

’/^ytoaB^s . | as 

MIN NY R 24 WA RD EX-9? 
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4-117 


COVER LETTER FOB BLOCKED MAIL TOO LARGE rOB FILE 


rais SEBIAl IS TOO A1TO will BE CAEBIED AS A HOT BECOBDED SEBIAl 


THIS SEBIAL THE (Date) . 

/6U£es?n/&'i' //■ 


ISSUE OF THE (Name of the pamphlet) 

$ C& t’c ' • 


SUBJECT 


/? , /« 

(s' / £ / 7 v f y . 

■yaurf*» y Jy f :/ J/ 

/' //' 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


u j.arujuuu'iUA s' 

& tS'PSQS /2- ( S C £ 

< 6/2s-tJs?asO X^JL, tU J. 


■sz 


’'bspcr Zus# . 


% DiViW- 

.fFILE NUMBER ]/) 


a^T 7*‘ ; * . .** * r. 1 r\ 

DAT 7 '-^V‘ a 
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material available for release to you. 

O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 
agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


as 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 




□ For your information: 




O^The following numbe^ 

is to be used for reference regarding these pages- 

[T-SWO-AA. I.'U'Kt 
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Wmi»,'|. ~ -N* j 


WM CMi OMMwnB AT 


ME?/ YORK 


BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

«k /mi? Staff w^^r 55 i 7 


Ji 0 j 


7/23/51 


FRANCtS 7. 2A1T0LS 


OfmemorcMi 


ESPIONAGE - R 


DETAILS: 

‘.ART IN YOUNG 




ho«h 


CTKERWi 


^ _ botograph of LESTER 

GI CTELW obtained 


MCIM. AOBfT 
IN CHARM 


> or IMS RBPORT 


2-Pbi lad el i ( 2nc g . 3 




" ^P 01 * and its contents are loaned to you by the FBI and are not to be 

£* g\ X’iV-'^aistnbuted outside of agency to which Jcmied. 

f - /.j j 1 8 i25f * 
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Deleted under exemption(s) 
material available for release to you. 


with no segregable 


O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to 


you or the subject of your request. 


□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the. title only. 

0 W L tl l an0ther Gweranwnt agency(ies). These documents were referred to that 

agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 

SE ~i ntaI1 f “ niish ? d by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI i 
to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 
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It is 




■lafja^M.n^i..^... 


fj»f<ai»rc>a 

rrmmmm 


m or ^- eufi^joi ■ armSoT ? ^fSSSiSSSbn. 


A'mm 


»■?-»* «. 

gsthe office of JO^^pw tt’. mi 7 «■*• +.-u m * ^9*44- ^^vised that in 
i. '.7o a t°57 th 3 tree t^Ke w^ork Cl tv* &V“ P °f t 0°*Pany,ll 9 

’ I^ e °? nt R ntS f'o P^f 3 POPPER '^tch Compacy. JS fcat 

City, - the latter listed as a' S&rencc by^T^'^hS 1 * " 
there were numerous check stubs indicating tt™*? *> 

a t ojl. K . w HCKO'.TITS . . It ia klLS 
- throe names have some connection with the S™ch b,5s!nesf 


fl 

I 







JOSEPH BOGORAD 

A photograph of JOSEPH GEORGE BOGORAD, hr other- in 
law of JOSEPH KATZ, brother of BESSIE KATZ, was obtained 
by the Newark office. 


enclosed herewith for Los Angeles are two copies 
of a photograph of JOSEPH GEORGE BOGORAD. 

Enclosed herewith for Philadelphia are two copies 
of a photograph of JOSEPH GEORGE BOGORAD and a copy of • 
report of SA JOHN I!, COLLINS dated Hay 2, 1951 at New* York. 




ENCLOSURES: 

LOS ANGELES 

Two photograph of JOSEPH GEORGE BOGORAD 
, •. PHILADELPHIA 

Two photograph of JOSEPH GEORGE BOGORA^ 
Report of SA JOHN I!. COLLINS, dated 5/2/51 
New York * 




Identity of Informants 

_ c.f confidential informant mentioned in the report 

of Sa FRaNCIS ;V. ZANGLE da tod July23. 1951 New York 

is identified as follows; 

i 

T-l Anonymous source. 

Loads 

LOS ANGELES 


At Los Angelos. California : 


PHILADELPHIA 


it photograph of JOSEPH GEORGE BOGORAD 


At Philadelphia. Pennsylvania » 


* n . Bnv v o^i 1 ■ e * hlbi t photograph of JOSEPH GEORGE BOGORAD 
to HaRRY GOLD and THOIJAS L. BLACK. 


NEW YORK 



•Will exhibit photograph of JO STCPT 
to ELIZABETH BENTLEY, 

■ ; Vill attempt to determine if any relatives of ® 

BESSIE KATZ is or was connected with the POPPER Watch 
Company, 10 West 5?th Street, WALTER KOCHER, 9 Rockefeller 
Plaza or H. K. HOROWITZ, 15 Kaiden Lane. 

Will ascertain the background and present activities 
°L m JP< 6ITTE £ S 2 N ' 83 - 69 Daniels 6 Street, Jamaica” New York 
and obtain a photograph for exhibition to informants. (This 

6/l/51)° Ut in accordance v/lth the suggestion in Bulet dated 
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FEDERAL, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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In' Cl, u 
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ibi liad 
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« "nHH 


*?•' **• «r fear 
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DO NOT WRITS INTHM0A 


WOT RICORDEO 

147 Awu u J85J 


. _d (65-5kL 
Aop.alaa (Info*) 
burfexi (lofa.j 

e 4 «MK( 2 aro«) 


^CONFiDENTlK^ORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE *STNOf TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 

*0© IS&? • aovoMuar mirriM orrrct M — m 1 


WlMtwilr 
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Office 


,>?.f 


trom : Director, FBI 


subject: 


• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


(Your f iie^-/ date: ^ 

✓A 


all infq?j*.\t:cn CONTAINED 1 

SBuBk^bIw 


( ) The deadline in this case has passed and the Bureau has not 
received a report. You are instructed to immediately submit 
a report. In the event a report has been submitted, you 
should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau. 

Report submitted — — — 

Report will be submitted 

Reason for delay — 


fv^^^Advise Bureau re status of this case* — — — 

SEARCHED — INDEXED 

( ) Advise Bureau when report may be exn#6t'd& ! ? fD piled — 

JUN 261851 

( ) Surep immediately. FBI • NEW YORK 

(Place your reply on this form and return to- the Bureau. - Rote on the top 
in the case file the receipt and acknowledejen^of this cojamunication. ) 

1.1 aovniNNcfF nURTiNe orrtct » »# 

ENCLOSURE 


serial 



overnmbkt 



[•] 
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formnol'M 


Office Memor 

TO , ' D®BCTOR, JFBI 
Jw*om i 




;, I • -J 

‘ • UNITED STA 


DVERNMENT 


DATB: ’ AlU 


r-*-* : 



Subject* l&T&i : .wa8« 

- ESPIONAGE - R : 

- ((Bufii#. ^7913) 

Qrbgcri 

' ESPIONAGE - R V 




• ..- ’-jaw-ffip.. 

v 


■ ESPIONAGE - R . J»«LASSIFIfi» ^ - ."■ -• 

. . (B^file 65-561*02) d ATE y&JTS 

** w ?^ e Tork «“ d 1951, 

thi ° fi ^ e ^ requested to attempt to .trace the in- 5 
opl8 / urni8h ® d ^^^abeth Tmiiiiferi^Y. 

2 TfSi^tSi&* pfidoced 

•'■*.- .*• • . *•*•■■’ •* ;. * 

(l») UNKNOWN SUBJECT, m. f VmTT.T.w ;> 

UNKNOWN SUBJECT, wa. ,JjBGk T^ tNE?" • - 

• Investigation is being continued in this 
office in effort to identify these persons* 

New York is origin in this case* 

(2.) BEIEN^nSNNEY 

JM-e office is continuing investigation 
at CIA and file reviews of OSS materials 
are continuing thus far with negative results. 

. (3.) WNCJU^tEB - 

* repwt setting forth details of investi- 
gation in this case has been submitted. 

(Jw) J . JULIUgU&SEPH _ 0 • 

investigation in this case is continuing* 

At CIA, file reviews of OSS materials are 

continuing* but thus far have produced A *' 

negative results. . , . ( 1 


CEOtCAB 


(5.) W6XCB^RL0„ , 

Investigation in this case is being con- 
. tiriued with reviews of 1PB materials at 
Archives thus far resulting negatively. . 
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(6.) B|lfAR^flTZ(SRAIi) • 

Wiews afWPB materials at Archives thus 
rar Hats produced negative results* 

(7.) ALLAN ROBERf^ROSENBERQ 

tte Security Division, State Department. 
Das been atteopting to locate pertinent 
materials but as late as July 23, l?5i, has 

* ny d * t ‘ 01 

(8.) JOSEPH BifiBXQQ 

A report setting forth the results of 
investigation has been prepared and submitted. 

(9.) DONAID NITO^IHEELER 

Review of old OSS records now in the 
custody of CIA is being continued in effort 
ate r *P° rts i*iich may be identified 
“ aterials furnished by WHEELER to 
BENTLEY. Results thus far have been negative. 
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TO , 

UR. D. U. 


riOM : 

UR, L, I,, ItAVGhft^Ms. 


§OBJBCT: 

ELIZABETH ENTLeP' 


- 

(UcCarran Committee) 


<3 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE: August 14, 1951 


KB - 



***. R r * Morris was talking with Ur. Uichols on 

Elizaht+h'n °f Au 9 U3i 13 » 1951, the former stated that 

° 3 J ohedli led appear before the UcCarran 

JuftoommJttee on that day at S f 00 P.U. but up to the time of 
the call Uiss Bentley did not put in an appearance . Ur, 

iJftew6?utff red Whether the Bureau ha * any ideas as to Bentley* s 

* 

After discussing this matter with Ur, Uichols, 

Su P er ^ 3 or John Willis at the Uew York Office 
P»U, and asked him to have a discreet inquiry con- 
ducted for the purpose of attempting to determine Uiss 
Bentley's present location, 

k* hnri +nll r % F H** 8 r? al 1 ed « haclc * 40 p • «»<* stated that 

he had talked to SA Thomas Spencer, who has handled Uiss 

+!?v time, and Ur, Spencer related that he had 

talked to Uiss Bentley approximately ten days or so ago 3 
at which time she was in good spirits. So far as Ur. Spencer 
mas aware, uiss Bentley was at her residence in Clinton, 
Connecticut. I instructed Ur, Willis to put a phone call 
there 9h *° Clln * on *° determine whether Uiss Bentley was 

' . A J ^ •? 3hort v* 1 * 13 -later Ur, Willis called back and 
stated that he had tried to reach Uiss Bentley by phone 
at Clinton but was unsuccessful. Ur, Willis was then 
instructed to telephone the New Haven Office and request S 
that discreet inquiries be made to determine Uiss Bentleef'S 
whereabouts, 

, 4s a result of information received by Ur. Nichols 

from Ur. Uorris at 8:05 P.U. indicating that Uiss Bentley 
had boarded a plane in New York en route to Washington for- 
appearance before the UcCarran Committee, I cal led Ur. Willis 
again in the NY Office and requested that he get in touch with 
the New Haven Office and instruct that thev discontinue 
their efforts to locate this witness. fotT- 
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C6 fyLCmW ClYlduiTl • UNITED^^VTES GOVERNMENT 


SUBJECT: 



MR. L . L. LA UGHLIN^ 
UR. C. A. MOtNIEAU 


ELI ZABETH TiENTLEY « : • f. '4 fA 

TESTIMONY BEFORE UcClttRAN COMMITTEE 


DATS: AugU3t 26, 


1951 

1»n_ 

Udd 

a*n_ 

lUrla 
. Blebolg 


AUGUST 16, 1951 


TO*. Doga 


At 11:15 P.M., Hew York Eight Supervisor John Willis 
referred to your call earlier this evening in connection 
with instant natter, and advised as follows: 1 - 


m. . files of the Hew York Office fail to reflect 

that Elisabeth Bentley at any tine spoke to Bureau Agents con- 
cerning Uichael Pearson, Canadian Minister of External Affairs 




‘ • , The Agents handling Bentley don't recall the name 

Uichael Pearson; however. Agent Ton Spencer will look into the4W \ ~ I 
natter further and will call you tomorrow from the Hew York 1 1 

Office . 

ALL IKI 

Recommendation • HERE] 

Hone. This is for your informs 



CAM: dm. d 
ADDENDUM : 

The above «call is in response to my reqtfest'~bf' August 16. JSSIV, 
following the receipt of information from a representative of the f\f rv 
UcCarran Committee that Uiss Bentley allegedly furnished certain tO 'C 
information to the Bureau regarding Lester B. (Michael) Pearson. 
Canadian Minister of External Affairs . The Hew York Office was 
advised that a thorough check of the Bureau's records had failed 
to locate any information received from Miss Bentley regarding , 
Pearson . Accordingly, Mr. Willis was requested to check the files',^ 
the Hew York Office and if no record was located there, arrange rfv 
meats should be made to have Miss Bentley interviewed concerning 
this matter. 

O- 


js 






e 


At 9:20 A. M», August 17, 1951, I taTked to Mr. Spence., 
who was acting on Mr. Whelan's desk, and inquired as to the status ~Jt 
of this matter. Mr. Spencer stated that he was endeavoring to " & 
reach Miss Bentley and that he would notify the Bureau as soon 
as Miss Bentley was interviewed. At this time Mr. Spencer stated 
that he ivas positive that Miss Bentley never furnished any infor- 


Cm 
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nation to jftim concerning Pearson* 


LLL:mer 


\ 


life 
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OCT 51951. 
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Auiss Benilel S3 ^ P n' M *lliZ* S? e ? c< T odw<sed that he had talked to 
■0*T 98 Bentley, who stated that she is of the opinion that 

had f ur [ nia hed information concerning Pearson* s activities 
m to the Bureau during the several interviews had Uthherbl ^ 

r *P re i entai;ive « connection with the Gregory andother " 
“! % pe < nc J r stated he assured Miss Bentley that she had 

not furnished information concerning Pearson. Spencer further " 

pointed out that Miss Bentley then stated that apparently she - -- 

was in error since it was her recollection that she had made this 
information available to Bureau Agents • # 

s Pf t n . cer then stated that the information he 
obtained from Miss Bentley had been incorporated in a teletype 
and forwarded to the Bureau. 

ACTION: 

.. the receipt of this information, consideration 

should be given to making it available to the Department and the ** 
State Department in view of Pearson *s official Canadian position. 
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£ u ^ ana wer * ' to lihe £;*U- 

2 5 3. ; ? ■ qua a tiopsih' oh earning •the Information made^v^^j;' 

1w|m Available by 3 B j z a fce & h>g*ntley on Letter Pearson, highly: 

2 n ? S placed Cjanadl an goyeacnregt- p ? f 1 dal* "by forwarded ~tp 
Suu3 - State Department* ' ! y^ Tsacosroehd that additional Information?. 

S * .made aVallable by Bentley regarding Le&tar Pearson be 1 - • 

< s w o {-forwarded to.' the Deatotmaht of Justice /afll Ito ' IhapaetAi^-^ 
^ - Bayfield of tWTmxfMifi'l /j ■« ^ 


BACKGROUND* 


^aBAPtaent oi 




' • . - --3 J£/ f* ife. : .4 

/ -■' ■. BACKGROUND: ...' .. ...... . ’Z, .7 : ‘ 

Elizabeth Bentley was Interviewed by agents oF*~ 
the New York Office on August 17* 1951* at which time . 

: I _ she related that she recently had been a witness before J . 

• I \ the NcCarran Conmltteeand had answered- questions placed - - 
[J .by the Committee concerning Lester Pearson* Oh Interview ^ 

E Bentley~ provided as much. as she could recall of the testimony 'k : 

§ — that -.she; gave on August li^ 1951 to the Me Carr an Commit tee;;. 

^ In effect she stated that An 1943 and 1944 Pearson, then 5i^L I 
? : $l an official of the Canadian Bnbassy da Washington, made I 

^Information Available to Bentley through an in temediary . £ J 
J-L " Pearson allegedly .gave Information of a political nature* ' £ 

B ^ j The intermediary was hot identified in the 


communi cations sent to th» De 
-'^Department of Justice, ^ Ins 
*SZ\ot August 27* 1951 • ELifribet 
latermediary as HazenSize, m 
** Board In 1lashihgton," .D* :'t* ft* 


C*Z y teletype" dated Sehtember 5* : i95i»‘ New Yo^k;i'%'-. 
^ Advised that on relnterview on that date Bentley .v** 
tunable to. state in. what maimer Size obtained the information 




ls Department of State* the - 
; Inspector Bayffeldaunder date 
sb£th' Bentley identified , the .; 
e* % .«S» l) ®£ pf the Canadian .Pilxft 

■mm mi : i; 
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faftKty 
^ -tfto A 


& 65-60356 ‘p^*** ' 

^ i95i ^ 
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^ iff Sfjl yfDSSfMtt I 

-7j*. * v" r~* t-* i* *Uv% * — -- '*.1^ ^ *^, . "., ; " f « - j •* : w '\ * ~ * ‘ r ~*' s , ^ - t"^' "^-' , "* 

mizabeth Ben tlsv hl!r ffy& 
2 V. ,'^fc*tod that LesterfPe arson and Hazen Size,' member of t he*^ j 
i'5? ^ \ Caiiadi an Pilia Board In Washington, D.‘ C,, ^‘re friendly ^0# 
in Canada and wire connected with and Amoved in left wing MiS 
Oj;» circles in Canada before World War II,/ According! to g\. 
jr * 1 a Bentley, while Pearson was either number i or nunber '2 • . - *= ?• 

£ ** man in the Canadian Legation in Washington; D.C., in 1943, B ■' 

"I? r. 2 k® attended all: top level meetings with British diplomats ,/rB 
1,“** ff n Washington, D. C. At these meetings policy and political 
rf jyAttere_ wfre.^iscuseed, . Pearson would make this information - 

52«- Available to Size, wTio in 'turn would provide the same ‘to - ^ 

-fSg^ en tley. This tyoe of contact was maintained for about 1* 
«*xuitJrears in 1943 and 1944* U> 


* - ---- 
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I •« H 
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Bentley advised that she was , unable to state in 
: what manner Size obtained that Information from Pearson 
and that she did not know whether Pearson orovided such 
information voluntarily to Size knowing that' it was going ~ 
to an Unauthorized party. She also stated that she was 
only guessing but that she was of the opinion that Pearson 
either knew what the information made available by him was 
being given to an unauthorised person or that he was 'simply 
Stupid. ULy'Ji..;;'- '•'y-.. " .. - v '““V*--- '\ : * ^ ^ pp - 

• * • The information attributed theBantley in this. ; 

■communication: and in the communication of -August 27, 1951; 
/was provided by her to Special Agents of this Bureau in 
- Sew York on ^ugust ' : 17, 1951 «nd on September "5^ J i95l* y ((^ 

I . . c/p . ine commissioner * • /I ? f i 

I Royal Canadian Mounted Police Jf/J \ fa ^ 1 

| Ottawa, 0ntarlo*-CWda4 V ^ ' 
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*/•■- , xh* original -copy of the transcript of Bentley's testliion# 
(volume 37) vas returned to tho McCarran Corsn’tteo on June 16* 1951 
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- Bureau dated March 5 , 1951 , under the sane caption.^nnd -£ 

v 4ngelef letter to the ; Biureau dated J^ a 6 ,* lS 5 lV under the 

1 - saneT'captiahi^I^.. v 1 ;’ : •-*;- ^ * £i-r“ : *.r fi?$s •■ 

; : '. ' '•; ■ ;• " - ~- ■* -*v • ,•<•., -£*.• •;- vr--,r-' • j'--::-’ '. 2 r:.v A>-- 7 - 

^Referenced Me* York letter dated March 
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BAN SEYMOUR WALDMAN was employed as afree lance »rlter» t# ~ ■ 3? '. 
-the fire -years prior to 191*3 by Victory Center, Inc.;' hy Tom * 

Fizdale, Inc., and by "Friday Magazine". v- *■ - . 7 .. v 7 7 

Tom Fizdale, IhC* mentioned above was a.pt*iic^reiatiorw 4 fira, ^ 
no longer listed in current Ne* York directories, operated by 
TOM FIZDALE, also known as TOLYA FIZDALE, a naturalized Russian. 


KV- A 




* J he Bureau uas requested in the New Jerk letter of March £,1951, 
to grant permission to interview FIZDALE, if .he could be located, 

• concerning NALDMAN. New York also requested in this letter that • 

• F I Z DALE be interviewed concerning JULES KQRCHIEN and ANNA BLOCK p-y' 
: i subjects in the Gregory Case, who in 191*6 arranged on two occasions SH 
t^T; . .to meet at FIZDALE 1 s office, as well "as. MAURICE HALPERIM, another £1 
^■vAubject in the Gregory Case, also knoen to have visited FIZDALE 1 s ^ 

. office ih January 191*6. - V! VC c .^7^: v-r .• 

. Investigation disclosed that FIZDALE is presently associated 
business with PATRICIA STEVENS, his wife, operating the Patricia ^-'S 
W ££ 7 Stevens, Inc., A- modeling school located, at 22 Vest Madison Street.' Y'^i 
« Chicago,- Illinois^ -vv-';: V *-’?? ^ Sc;-- ;-v : 

£ . -Bef er enc ed Bulet dat ed kby- 7^* 19^1, ^granted permission to inter— 

^j^view FIZDAI£ m ' requested ih;ref erenced New York ietter. dated ^ >4 - 

jtaterv^ew^th FIZDALE 1 concerni^'Di^' iEYMOra A^LIJJMAN 
J been set out in the report of Speclal lgent HARRY ATArALKER Iff 'fr.'A*' 
M s Chicago, Illinois, dated October 5, 1951, Entitled "DAN SEYMOUR 
: JTIALDMAN, was, ESPICMIAGE - R«. ?£■ ;. ' 
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interviewed concerning the above facto. Tou should • 

determine who gave her the information about RDX and 
uncertain if it to poooible to trade the information ' "V 
furnished her back to any Government documents. You 
ohould aloo ascertain her Soviet superior who received 7 
the information on -BBZ .^-^.~t 
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, Director, r»x v 
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jKBUW* _ « 

^ ^ ““ *• J : 

tter concerns tbe *< 000 ~ *** 

The natter Assists^ 

Donegal on November 8 , 195 » ""<“ ***** 

^a«»4 a 


.a,-— concerning xnc * ' 

The natter ^n Assistant 

>»«*“ “ — “ ? ^ tte t be - fo.SU. 

<<. Donegan advi ^d that toth t ^ Ben tley ^a® Q f the 

United Stetes AttoroKf^oy^ should be t lon until tbe «|= MKMOT^ 

SySSl^l« .^Sle *en t.e •«=**«£ °h«U«ved tbet 
S3”5il be put over for pe ^ v iU be tele. i» 

tbi _ .. Tvtnefitan 1 s comments, ot v erV ise. 





_ .Jar* - ~ * Cl” “ - “ “ 

W - Done gen’ » cc T'“»'u C ta otherwise. 

» ^f coSee, tbe Bureeu lnetr 
matter unless. 


«jGS:BAA 


.mcarmMIOUGONTWNED 

heron \$ WSM 


to'- tri- 




ncconDFD - 125 f 1 1 ; 

V*NO\l 





NOV 115 1951. 
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Office Memorandum • 


TO i 


Director, FBI 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: January 9 1 1952 


0 from i sac. Hew Tork 

•h - 


SU BJ BCT 


: f ^taEGOTr* 


BSPIOSAGE . B 




M:! 


- While speaking to ELIZABETH BENTLEY concerning another official 
natter, she advised that she had been requested by a Mr. OWENS of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee to be in Washington on January lfc, 1952, to 
appear before this Committee. Miss BENTLEY advised that she had no idea of 
what questions they would ask her or who the Committee was interested in in- 
BOfar a. Bhe «. concerned. * U mtWW.TlOH CONTAINED v ‘’W 


TGSiRAA 

65-1^603 


AN T7195? 


/// >7 


RCURDtD • 157 U'..': 
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TO 

FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



A. Bel 

Wm A • Bran U pan 

£i*ZABETH TERRILL*EENTLET 
ESPIONAGE - 5 

iW7XD WHITTAKER CHA 
ESPIONAGE - R ^ 

PURPOSE HEREIf, 

DATE ' 


government 

datb: December 28 , 1951 


Tolioa 



of the printed hearings* o^th^lfcCar 0 ^^* 0 " - in Par * Two 
as it pertains to Elisabeth Terfi 7 ^ ri l an c ormittee t insofar 

wntttater Chambers,* uTotl^/in if™ 1 * 1 ' "?/«* 


'\3V 


DETAILS 




. ^ 
V 


of Part Two^^th^hearina^ n h i3hed recently with a copy 
of the UcCarran Committee^ which°hn ** 6 Sut)Comm ittee 
the subversive ratification, nr devoted itself to 
Relations. This bookl/>+ n +°^ Institute of Pacific 
Elisabeth Terrill Z„ii., 'i \ n, J :he testimony of 

Ifartin Banning, Edmard* C V .’ Cartlr ^ih iVtlk^V' 3 ’ Tilliam 
Major General Charles A hit * aker Chambers, 

As you know the testimony of all^f Vh Uit3 “ 3ada loshikawa. 
has been thoroughly review% £ these individuals 

IPR and it has been found that all' « it P ar tcins to the 
relative to&the IPR which ^ °f the information 

Subcommittee wa3 already i^+hl Wltneasea furnished this 
The testimony of Bentley and ^hntV 3333 *, on 0/ the bureau, 
pertinent to the IPS has been 1. ■" 3 e"’ htch »“> hot 
that they had previously furnished TSe ? Uaa drained 
the Bureau and no loo icil lend. H , * their formation to 
testimony. 9 1 leada vere contained in their 

ACTION 

L.B. Turner IhTuTnThaZ^t rl 'TS* ^peroisor 
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January 21 , 1952 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


^ morning *f you ^an ooo him then. _ f p ” r r aDly ^W 111 




r '- ‘ 








: -tu stated that he Is becoming increasingly concerned r "•‘'■;V 7 ' 

Nflrrv D«<- C S a iuf? mad ® Chambers and Mias Bentley concerning 
-harry Dexter White and the inferences of his connections iithWteffe’ 
: ^ stated he would like to know what defiSte 

'^pkinSSS 7 U ^ W ^atSd^t V i ‘“If * >efts ^ ln8 thl *. such «c*th»|h^ 
read to him a memorandum which Mr. Morgenthau stated a«Jn£f 2 ffi. * ' ^ 

°j ? e ? tley :? bo J k > « a rsstfss sssj „ ot 

gir.Lvs ^ ■****«•* St hi*ss ».“*& 

H^voKt UltAiVo tnyoTLt%^ » 8 " *““"*• 


mi tment s were* fo r Sor^Sn^wV ! 1 * 15 * dld not ^ow what your corn 

l? U ls°S ld m ‘?“ 1 w ^’ ch ' ok ^^VSand^irjJt^^fSh 


OANieff 






Respectfully submitted, 

':...• • : .;-4 ' 

•h.” A. ;;Nease*- ; ‘'*'^'V : ':: - ; - 


iDIRE£IOR»S NOTATION: "Nease; advise him I .£ required .to appear bei 

appro. Com. on 3 hurs; so will be unable to se 
-v** •" *. ^ ',““ m • See * f he will see someone else, H." „ * 

'' v ;„- - ^v-v..., /) ■' i| 
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CC AA .6171 . united states government 


DATE: January 23, 1952 




hL: '***' 



P^v; 


ros contained 

r mim' 


UR. A. H . BE. 

UR. L . L. LAUGH 1 

d) ' , , 

ELIZABETH T. BENTLEY ///£/ 

ALl/lW 

HEREI1 

- . . DATE. 

„ . . . Supervisor Tom Spencer of the New York Off ice 

r?v <3 v d J8X 4:8S P,M *> J an uary 22, 1952, that Visa * 
ElisabetK~3entley had telephoned him and referred to the 
sum of $ 2,000 concerning which she made inquiry at the A 
Bureau last week . Miss Bentley told Mr. Spencer that she uL 
is leaving on a three-week tour of the Nest and Southwest 
and does not expect to return until February 14, 1952. 

Mr. Spencer was advised that this matter was 
receiving consideration at the Bureau and the New York 
Office would be advised of the decision reached. /' %\ I 


Tol*c* 
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Office ^A&17WY ClTlduiTl • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 

MR, LADD 

FROM : 

A, H a BE* 

SUBJECT: 

ELI a 


Wit 

SUBJECT: ELIZABETH BENTLEY /LL'IHFOIW/TON COOTMeD 

On tfte afternoon of January'15, 1952 , Mi 3 3 Elilktl het 
Bentl ey came to my offic e , advised that sh e w as in 

Vasjnngton .on a llying visit to .appear , before -the JKH2A, She 
eaid^that she fr.e-guently.majntMlJio^QMeJLnjto the Bureau and 
par ii GU lgrly _io. Eee.the Dire.ctaz-.but she realised that he was 
a very busy man. She did not 9 however 9 ask'fdrah^fhfervie w 
with the Director • Miss Bentley was rather effusive in her 


DATE: January 25, 




feu 



Tala. Hoc* 


•aise 

'iQblT 


\f the Bureau and stated th at she regarded"^' as thgjjne 
royeTTiment organisation which knew what" if ~wa's doing • 

l • — j • _ 1 1 > • ; . a _ ‘ - *7 


. After pleasantries , s he advise d that nhe ma s ve ry much interg sited 
I in whether. .the . Department of Justice had decided to return to her 
I t ha two thou sand— ho liars '.iahinh ahp. jtui'g qd ouej'^fg ' J l g ah ta gf f~h i » 

I Bureau at the time of her initial interview JrT.New.Io.rk, This 
I was money given to her by her Soviet superiors • ty) 

a You wi 11 recall that th is m oney has been kept in a safety 

d$£gsit__box in New York and that we... have had. fr e.queni^cpns'ult.&ons 
wi th M r,_Tom. Donegan.a3 to whe ther the money rightfully belongs to 
Mi^sj, .Bentley and 3 h 0 uld_. be returined^CLlie.r~.OT.jphether it should be 
c S 3 /}. s . 9 a t?d by the Government, Mr., Bo ne pan has consulted the 

I ^ogar^erit^rsgarding this money and,has indicated that it is 
his belief that the money does not be 1 ong to [ Bent ley , ' ~ ~ Sowe ve r, 

( final disposition. of the matter is .being held in .abeyance because 
o f-the pen ding-retrial, of Remington .at which Miss Bentley will 
appear as a witness • 

t* Y advi sed Miss Bentley that we would look into the 

I status of this matter and would have the New York Office contact 
jj her in the immediate future relative thereto, 

U We are preparing a memorandum showing the background and 
present status of this money 9 together with recommendations as to 
the action to be taken • 
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- a~l mroRMATim. contained' ^Cf . .' 


JP^M , LADD 


::-r,X*‘ /- HERE’ 

v- ---•- i Pat ? 
.DEXTSa whi: 


lui^y 2iulL9$j? 


— - " 5 r? ■ * 


morning of JanS^ ^thf ^n^c th*^^ ee ‘ K the 
previously «ade liitSVir^mcSf^^ had ^ 

^ genera 

to secure was infomation « bu ! * 11 he had been able 

.Elisabeth Bentley had made all n *ture to the effect that 

that, in fact, wLn he talkS agalnat White. le statJd 

wl6r *'>«“«« •* th.’,i„« ng 


".(is :v?rte. 4 . 





Bureau hsd^oSdM?^ Xtch * h ?e r “ et th * t - ln 191,2 the 

reflected that Mrs. White was aetiw* ?tis a tl°n» which investigation 
organisations. I ienT^^rltfW t£ *®®uni.t froft 

Bentley, as contained in a the allegations of Elisabeth 

Dexter White, and told*?^ ******* 23, 1952 on Harry 

??!•?? 1“ 19^5 Termed thet W^rw^^X ^ 0 *'- 1 . *? «» 


^o*ver wniue, and told hi™ that- ir C J» xy >2 on ham 
Bureau in 19 ^ verified that •■tigation conducted by the ” 

jsac** 8- 






furnished V ^ormstion 

on Harry Dexter White. I advisld same memorandum 

material dated January lo 101 S had v handwritten pages of 

n s“tsr ents % t “ dd f^r^^s« e .?^^ 


V 


;v 


•' , f 


* . v J : 


had been i^rnis^d^to^he^l^t^ House^on J} onco r nln § h^fy Dext^*' 
numerous occasions subsequent thereto T fs™?*!* 1 * f* ^9h5> and on 
that the Treasury Department had haar.% ^ ^hrther informed hfwy 
Harry Dexter White, fi?st ?^ “?! n b f?? f ***i8hed information™ 
gation, on April 21 loJiP -_j B v ^on with the Hatch Act invei 

ac tivi tie s with Elisabeth' B^ntte? ! on^a? f “ ? 2P? e p tlon th 

on subsequent occasions. °“ March U, 19^6, as well ai 
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White 
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Mr. Morgenthau stated he was very appreciative of your 
havingagreed to permit him to call and secure this information, 

JBe stated he has been verymueh concerned, and naturally is very ---• 
much upset to leant that there appears to be no question but what* ’ r 
White was working for the Russians, but that now that he has the r 
Information he feels much better. He stated he had had no suspicion 
as to White during the time that White waa worlcing for him, __ 

Hr* Morgan thau, ... 


’ -* "f *jr s " 


Hr, Morgen thau stated further ^that he ws active 'with V" 
Jewish relief group in lew fork which is having union troubles with 
the Office Workers Union, which is allegedly a Communis t-domina ted 
group. He atated he was anxious to be sure that he not get any 
Communists into this group, and wanted to know if he could check ' 
the names of emnloyees with the Bureau, Z told him this would not 
be possible; that a large number of outside agencies had made the 
same request and it would be impossible for the Bureau to f urnish 
information from its files to outside private groups; that the 
files were, of course, confidential, Mr, Morgenthau stated he - - 

understood this, ; *. . ‘ 




- 


He then wanted to know if the Bureau knew of a former 
agent in Hew forte whom he could hire to be in a position to 
secure such information. I pointed out to Mr. Morgenthau that 
he would not furnish the information to a former Bureau agent; 
that once a man resigned from the FBI he is completely out and 
he would not be given confidential information. 


Mr. Morgenthau then indicated that at one time he had 
secured this type of information from the Special Squad of the 
Hew fork City Police Department; that there was a new head of 
this Department at the present time and that he had not been able 
to perfect arrangements with this new head; that in view of the - 
above information about the confidential nature of the Bureau 
files he thought he would contact the Commissioner of Police in 


Hew fork and try to work out some arrangementwhereby he could check 

i Department. i 


the names of his employees with the Hew fork Police 


Mr. Morgenthau requested me to express his appreciation 
to you for permitting him to call at the Bureau atd discuss his 
problem, . • • r- . • 
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ELIZABETH TERR lE&>BENTLEY 
ESPIONAGE - B 

AnflNFOR 

To present the background and present i/sifdtusL/ 
of the $2,000 which Elisabeth Bentley received from Anatoli V 
Gromov, First Secretary of the Russian Embassy, in October. 
A945, and which is now kept by the Wow York Office in a. 
safe-deposit box of the Manufacturers Trust Company. 

To recommend that the Bureau pay Elisabeth Bentley $ 2.000 * 

in lieu of the money she received from Gromov. 

BACKGROUND 

_ Reference is made to my memorandum to you dated 

January 15, 1952, advising you of Miss Bentley' s visit 
to my office on that date, at which time she stated her 
interest <t» ascertaining whether the Department of Justice 
had decided to return to her the $2,000 which she turned 
over to agents of the Bureau at the time of her initial 
interview in New York. 

, vUl recall that Bentley saw her contact Jack 

( Joseph Kats) for the last time in May, 1945. Prior to 
this meeting. Jack had introduced her to Al, later identified 
as Anatoli Gromov, First Secretary of the Russian Embassy * 
in Washington, D. C. * 

... later meetings with Gromov he made overtures 

of buying Bentley a fur coat, suggested that she quit her 
job and take a vacation. He also offered to supply her with 
an air conditioning unit when she complained of the summer 
heat and on all of the occasions of her meetings with 
Gromov, after the first one, he mentioned his willingness 
to e s tabU sh her in a small business to be financed by him 
W located outside of New York City and perhaps 
in Philadelphia or Washington . Bentley recalled that she- 
had conversations with Gromov about setting up a s ma ll / 
hat or dress shop. . 

j V. October, 1945, Bentley saw Gromov by pre arrangement 
and on this occasion, he handed her $2,000 in twenty dollar 
bills and at the time he gave her the money he stated that 

Jill 6 rtf 1067*6 0 no I. — 6 • . «. • • 


KY. 


65-56402 \ 
ASBseal 4 


strings attached.*?^ It was Bentley 's impression 

SS-t, - ' 

FE6, 4JlS£ 









I 


that this payment to her was for her past activities 
in connection with the Russians, as well as an attempt 
on the part of Gromov to secure her good will . 

v Tbevhove facts were related by Miss Bentley 

^ 9 i 45t t0 s P ecial A 9 ents Thomas G . Spencer 

City J The tntillii Geor S e Hotel in Tork ... 

<*ity. The interview of Miss Bentley was continued on the 

morning of November 17, 1945, at the Motel. On Ihil 

occasion Bentley entered the room and before taking off 

Ind haii * opened up her purse, took out an envelope 

and threw it on the bed, stating, "Mere 's some Moscow gold !* 

possession ^ 3 +l\V iley Waa * n S° rmed * hai ^he FBI would take 

\her a receiot for °" d »• °^ er *° give 

\ner a receipt for the same, she did not request one. Thereafter > 

tlaCTVL *1* ta *° n S° the *•" ^rk Office and subsequently ' 

placed in the safe-deposit box that is maintained bv the * 

New Tork Office at the Park Row Branch of the Manufacturers 
Trust Company. The money still remains in this safe-deposit 

by Aoents If ill If Vf off Bentley has been interviewed 
4 9 4 ^ ew Fork Office she has on two or three 

occasions inquired as to what disposition would eventualiu 
be made of the $ 2,000 . She was informed on all of +1**1 V 
occasions that this was a matter that would have to be 

was ^roade^t^^ier^eonre^^f a " d "° /^finite commitment 

w s made to her concerning the money. (65-56402-3875) 

Bone can fo^h/Z^JiVZ °^ ice conferred with SAAG Thomas J. 

£2 oon Sf? a rding the disposition of the 






re, ui) III Mil, *0 compensate her for services as a sSiViTn 

Ihl Zef. a9e T M th. ti£ he gave tlrtl her? 

4iss Bentif hffffV a !. tUa -" Jfr ‘ Bonegon also advised, 

art. tnterfs^therAn^lrfh** fV ecn!,titr *i herself as having 

' ,<r <»«»*»•¥ might indicate^ 

him o sne osiieuetm* height have some claim Jo the $ 2 , 000 .* K 







r. ai , aa /o\xlV,° bS n0ted tha * TitU 40 ‘ U ‘ S ‘ Code 304(g) 


west *i*Ie therein in the United States , it nay be retained 
by such agency and devoted to official use onlv T? lull * 

Tnl cy +h aha i 1 not deaire 30 * 0 "tain *uchp™l V e ;t^ 
head therefore shall forthwith notify the Director' Ahe 
Director noted here means Director of the Procurement 
tl V lhl+ n *°/r tf l 6 T *l ea8ur V Department of the United States) 
■time* * effeoii and the Director shall , within a reasonable 


'A. 


any other a7enclThlcrregTsl?atd property to 

be given the property ? or- <n ftie jud^ent shall 




( 65-56402-3890 ) 
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It ia to be noted that Mr . Donegan in hia letter 
to the Department merely atated that Uiea Bentley turned the 
$2,000 over to the New Tor k Office of the FBI and he did not 
give further detaila aa to how this tranamittal waa 
■ consummated. $ 

The detailed facta aet forth above aurroundtng 
the tranamittal of the $2,000 to the New Tork agent a waa 
furntahed to the Bureau by the New Tork Office . It waa 
noted that the dictator waa *T.G.S.* believed to be Special 
Agent Thomaa 0. Spencer, one -of the -agenta who received 
the money for the Bureau . Former Special Agent Joaeph M. 
Kelly, who waa at the Bureau when New Tork' a letter waa 

) received, adviaed that the facta aa related by the New Tork 
Office were abaolutely correct . 

In view of the above information, the question 
arose as to whetheji.Ben tle y ’ a_ transmittal of the~$2,000 
to the Bureau waa such "a a _jto p ome ’"wi th in~ifoe'~d'efiri i tion 
of, a ~vo Tun tar y. aMndajiniint and, therefore,' fall within 
the terms of the above statute and vest title in the 
United States, She could contend that ahe did not waive 
or release her claim to the money when ahe let the FBI 
take it, but merely produced the $ 2,000 to substantiate 
her story concerning Soviet espionage and thought that 
it would be returned to her, ( 65-56402-3890 ) 

By letter dated April 6, 1951, the Bureau 

I instructed New Torh to contact Bentley and dtacuaa the 
question of the disposition of the $2,000 with her. Further, 
to obtain a total written release from her, if she planned 
to make no claim for the money. Bentley informed New Tork 
that she desired to discuss the matter with her attorney. 

She adviaed New Tork on June 30, 1951, that she had Just 
received word from her attorney, Godfrey Schmitt, that he 
had made a comprehensive study of the situation and informed 
her that he could aee no legal reason why the money should 
be forfeited to the United States Government • (ibid 3912) 

By letter dated July 31, 1951, the Bureau 
instructed New Tork to confer with SAAG Thomas J. Donegan 
concerning Mr. Schmitt’s legal opinion and ascertain what 
further action Mr. Done gan deemed advisable . New Tork 
was requested to discuss the details of Bentley’s 
transmittal of the $2,000 to the Bureau and determine whether 
•the statute cited by the Department in his opinion was 
applicable to these facts. 


( 
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. . -®y letter dated October 6 , 1951 Wam 

on V 0 S cttbtr a 5 * 1951 * Ur ' Done 9*n 

to again take this'entire mattlr* up* Jt? iVlelltlltnt 

% ootettii V* f" <£*»• <**/*»«« optnTon Zat The 

$4,000 should be characterised as the 'fruits nr +ha 
r °11 as expeditiously as possible, (ibid 3191 ) 




that ha hn* b ZZ' 22j i? 52 ' Mr * Done 9 an advised New York 

that na ^ ^ matter serious consideration and was 

then of the opinion that since Miss Bentley would aouear as 
a witness before the Grand Jury and undoubtedly in the Periuru 
trial of William Walter Remington, he did not think it J ^ 

1 2S25i?S! a ^!?/!2“ e !* ?*? «ff idaviis of her at this time. He 
*°t e J ia'Cl lt J he 7 b Z s . t 'Crests of the entire matter would be 
served if the final disposition of the money was held in 

Th e a y la Ce - U ? tl1 the conolusion of the second Remington trial. 

The Remington case was called on the calendar of the U.S 
District Court for the Southern District of New York on 
January 10, 1952, at which time it was out over to February 11, 
1952 • ( Ibid 3123, NY teletype 1-17-52) 


RE COM]- 'END A T T ON : 


Jn view of t.ie fact that we are still striving for 
prosecutions of the individuals Bentley has alleged to have 
been engaged in Soviet espionage and, further, because it is 
impossible to foresee future developments and judge the 

iT^lTaTVi Tit 6 V* h *.&»000 at the present tile, it is 
oelieved that the Bureau should retain the money Bentley 

received from Gromov, In order to resolve this oroblem 
promptly and without litigation which may antagonise Miss 
Bentley, it is re cp m^n ded_that the Bureau pm, her $2,000 

ESU^nave_ f or d_she r ecei veTf rom Gromov, Xn ^his"~ 

connection, it may be noted~iKEi Uiss Bentliy Hal been extremely 
cooperative with the Bureau since November, 1945 . when she went* 
to the Hew York Office and presented allegation/ leading to 

wcs tVnl V r 1 nveeti gati on in the Nathan Oregory Silvermaster, 

was,, et al Espionage Case, Since November, 1945, she has been 


mm; 
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interviewed frequently and extensively in connection with 

was not pressed financially, it is felt +hn+"-*.i- U % {., 3ne 

her r assi V t d satis f actoril y b y payment of $2,000 to her /or°° U 
her assistance and services to the Bureau , * 
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Office lAemorandum • united 


TO 1 D. M. Ladd 
FX.OM t g' Belmon 


SUBJECT: ELIZABETH TERR ILL BENTLEY 
ESPIONAGE - R 

'ALL I 

PURPOSE HERE 

DATE 



STATES GOVERNMENT 
date: January 22, 1952 


■OKTAINED 

film 








Hmtt t he Burea 6 &V Elisabeth BentWy $2, *000, 

in lieu of the $2,000 ahe received in October, 1945, from Anatoli , 
AfrSMOit, First Secretary of the Rusaian Embassy, • * JjH TTTj 

BACKGROUND * 

m . . En^October, 1945, Gromov gave Bentley $ 2,000 in i20 bills with 

• SbeJbelJwfjLhe money wls'paymeht TU rherball- 
** well as an attempt to secure her coo d 
® Bn N°uemX)er-Jt7, J.945, Bentley entered the\otel~room at the 

•Pr*nc e Jfeg c jg Eo _tel, Hew York City, wherelshe was he inn inter viewed bv 
%™*^S*rLta,. and before taking off her 

took^Mt^an^eDvedope and threw it on the bed atating "here* a aome P 9 

MossLOia^ld^ She was informed the FBI wouM take the money. She 

requested no receipt and n„n» was offered. The monev iVnnZ, 

de posit box main ta inetT ^iy *9nAluU^j^nj^a^e- 

* . „ B °* *!£° ° lL Jhree ^oAcasipns, while being interviewed by Special 

en? 01 Eentley h as inquired regard ing the disposition of the &2 OOO 

n itil r + » i t h . 3AAa T ' T irr te J U aa *- He ad ” i °*' iBentleu had no interest or 

0 *h *J&m§.iu jfince^± V as .. payment^ or . heractiv iits'a~aa a Soviet 

^ s Pt9Vl£fLJig & g £«. J>n M arch 6, 1951, h e referred the problem 't~o ’the 

2V*e E e P a rJiment^dvisek~Kik .LyZ2eiterZoJ^ March I 4 ~ 195 i 
that the $ 2,000 should be treated as prooertv ahandnne* 

, ffOgW* tfTTZSL attornel ta,g dui ZdLr 

\ uUMsZtilVooVrnXi,T v T ***" ‘ houli be for f ett,d *° th r 

SAAGJte&sjian WS Apprised Jf^he attorney's opinion. The 

hiK °i ^tfllr-rou^tng • 

aentiey s^ransmittal of ffhe money to the Bureau are such as to * 
constiilSH. SULJ&aMSMMRf^ 'therebv . 

Donegan has deferred further action in this rnatt^ un+i 7 ^fcr? P ?* “ * • 

the second William Walter Remington Per jury trial sitH 

»• lf i V ,e V tn that ea “- BelingtiT ' 

Co “ r *' *-*^ «•*** 

**•' \ , RECORDED ! M 

IhUtAcD 29^ ttti I9s»r - 

: Si • / 
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I fi33 Ben t leu called on Ass iatant Director A 


RECOMMENDATION 
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January 24, 1952 

WTICS C(3?T4XJJ22> , 


J*f*** ne9 &?*** to M* :i»uph<&t±Qi ----*7 

;5%owoa.5ptfnd#r* o/ tAa few fork Off tie' to UrZ^^Z 

.» *, Jonga 

^ m, z , regarding nr.# Bentley's Uqutiffibneemin^ 

,-:•' «.; iV .iy, io h . *fc« aw^a «* tAa Bureau laet .»««**,. '■■■ ^ Xy - '> ;_ 

: * r ZZ - : ;7~ ; :.w' v , 

vi -'i,-,. , .. ; *• For your information, Mies Bentley odll^^^Z^^l' 








y** 1 . i««Mtont ZUr#q*©r a, g m Belmont gnjanuary 2s, I$s9± ■■■', 
and advised that who was tn vashingtenon a flying vfstt^ 
»** appear Before the HCtJA. ' She mentioned that ah*- -* '■'? 
frequently wanted to come -.into the Bureau, and particularly 
Zo tee the D tree tor but that the rsaltssd that te ms a 
very busy man • - - : >\v;*> *••■'■ ~ x> »*, - •--. • • .-.XyV' 

■■;•; " ■ yy'y ,‘ : Z:'. 'V "" ’ •'- . •£ -■««.-• y. c - .4j& »Z~. -'~ t. • £ ■ . . 

. |rt # * Bentiey advteed -.t6af. the tide very mtOh r #• 
interested \n whether the Department: just tee had 

dec ided to return her the $2, OOO-bh tch' 'the • had turned 
over to New York Special Agents of this Bureau at the 
time of her initial interview in Wow York, she was . 
informed that the Bureau would look into this matter and " 
would have the Wew York Off toe contact her relative thereto 

; * M Th * Bureau desires to retain the $9,000 Bentley • 
^Tsc0ivcd f tom Anatoli Orostov and turned oust to u# on v 





** •► v ■ *' V<#. • °» * ■ 

: .**' ***■? * i 


Wevember 17, 1945 m beoouse (1) we are still striving for": M 
prosecutions of the individuals 'involved in the Nathan -* 
4*ejgory Stlvermaster ease, and (2) it is impossible to $ i 

F/MLS4C> rliTlf VkA /Iaiia Y a am J v. . j . • * . . % * ^ ; - i- 


ZZ-y;*m r<m Aii ••■ •■■ ■* * r ^ . : — ~ " r W v? r«r w 

wwtf^6t#i; coRpnialed. tor ^ 


aiiaVvta »%.» 
raba' ' ratfatuaif. 


-*■« cao. sriiTfn release 

V/ rti 


i ^r<ur Aar ^ 


rt ta iiiad • 





Director appraTBd payment.) .Cansh^Sn^B 
. ?bo«M pay &cm its J7 . 


Prl/ -f.i 




